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FROM THE LEFT SEAT
LenAlt, President

Greetings. Hopeyour Halloweenwasfun. A clubisonly asgood asits memberswho actively
support it. Without active volunteers, no club can properly support itsmembership. If al the membersof
Club 1 volunteered for just one of the many things needed to make our Club work and havefun, no one
would be over-loaded. We recognize members each year who have responded to that need and are part
of what makesthis Clubwork. Our Volunteer ServiceAwards are presented in recognition of continued
volunteer servicetothe Club. Theseare selected by our membership. Please consider thosewho have
donethehard work thisyear and let me know your nominations. I’ [l send out an e-mail message requesting
thisinput shortly.

WAP Early Morning

Pleasetaketimeto read Steve Beste' saccount of histrike misadventureinthisnewdletter. Itis
particularly interesting to contempl ate Steve' sanalysis of theroot cause of the mishap—overconfident
technique and i neffective communication by two very experienced pilots. Stevehasrelated to mehis
conversation with arecently retired Army helicopter instructor pilot about thisincident. Hiscomment was
recollection of severa similar occurrencesof ineffective communicationsamong crewmembersleadingtoin-
flight risks. Hesaid that in hisexperience the problem wasmost likely with two experience pilots. Some-
timeswearerel uctant to communicatewith our veteranflying friends. Pre-flight coordinationandin-flight
communicationamust. A good |esson.
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Fall Lift Off

Join usfor our November monthly club
meetinginthelibrary at CentrevilleHigh School this
coming Thursday, November 6th. Themeetingwill
start at 7:30 PM. Hopeto seeyou there.

Fly smart. Fly safe.

ATrip ToA Freshly
Ploughed Field

(A cautionary tale of questionable
technique and misplaced trust.)

By Steve Beste
All,

“Nooneishurt.” That'smy wife'sadviceon
how to break news of an accident to an anxiouswife
or mother. Never, ever, lead with, “ Dear, therewas
thisaccident, see, and...” Shewill not hear a
thing after that except the sound of the blood
poundinginher ownears.

Sonoonewashurt. Hugh hasaswollen
ankleand somelacerationson hisleg. | havea
broken finger bone and acast - but only becausel
washolding acamerainthat hand. Our trike,
however, ispretty smashed up. Wing destroyed,
mast broken, nosewheel snapped off. Propeller
shredded. Theengine, whedls, main strutsand frame

arefine, miraculoudy. Threecheersfor Aerotrike.
They makeatoughtrike.

Aftermath

But I’mahead of mysalf. Hughand | were
off onalong-planned two-day trip around the
ADIZ. Fromour homebasein Front Royal,
Virginia, we dfly northeast to thetop of
Chesapeake Bay and then down to Kent Idland at
the eastern end of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge.
Spendthenightinahotel. Maybefly east to
Ridgeley whereHugh'swifehad beentaking hang
glider lessonsjust theday before. Monday, home
around thesouth side. Mountainsand bay and lots
of small airportsin between.

Theday was perfect: clear, warm, and no
thermals. Thetrikewasnever in better shape, the
two of usflying together again after toolong. We
talked thewholetrip. If you'regoingtodoabig
trip, it'sso much better todoit withafriend. That's
why Hugh wanted atrikeinthefirst place- sohe
could sharehisloveof flying with friends.

We stopped at Bill Krens' place south of
Harper’sFerry. Herestoresairplanesand
cars about equally and made usvery welcome.
That big building inthe pictureisanoldice skating
rink that he movedtothevalley. Asyou cansee,
it sabsolutely stuffed with carsand airplanesin
variousstatesof repair. TheNavion, the Cardinal,
andthetwin Bonanzaadl fly. Theblack Cadillacin
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thepictureisjust back fromashow. Beautiful! This
isthekind of placethat GA pilotsjust never see.
What atreat.

Bill Kren'sPlace

Hugh took the next leg, up thevalley past Harper’s
Ferry. “Almost heaven, West Virginia. BlueRidge
Mountains, Shenandoah River.” Asaresident of
Virginia, | feel obliged to point out to my West
Virginiafriendsthat only thetippy tippy bit of the
West Virginiapanhand etouchesthe Blue Ridgeand
the Shenandoah River. Andthenonly for apaltry 12
miles. Andevenfor thosefew miles, only the
western haf of the BlueRidgeisinWest Virginia.
ThispictureshowstheVirginiasideof theridge
wherethe Potomac cutsthroughit. That'sHarper’s
Ferry through the gap with the Shenandoah flowing
infromtheleft. What abeautiful placetofly!

Shenandoah River

Weflew upthevalley and thenturned east to
Harrison’sFarm, northeast of Frederick, where John
Ballantyne used to bebased. (John Harrison reports
that Johnisnow livingin Delaware, hasjoined the
Coast Guard Auxiliary, andisasactivein boating
now asheoncewasinflying.) AtHarrison’s, we
found notrafficand nowind. Asthesethingsusualy
are, theaccident was acascade of mistakes. The
first wasabad setup - downwind at 300’ too close
totherunway. Thismeant that theturntofinal was
going to beonetight U rather than arectanglewhere
you could catch your breath and re-assessbeforethe
next maneuver. I’ll let Hugh describethelanding:

Hugh: “Asthepilotincommand, |
must confessto an appa lingly boneheaded
maneuver, attempting asteep downwind-to-base-to-
final dipping turnfrom 250 feet AGL with power at
idle. We*"touched” (morelike*“planted”) at high
speed ontheend of the grassrunway, but witnesses
said onewing waslow and wefound grasson thetip
batten. Thismay bewhy we departed the runway
centerline at about 30 degrees, ran off into freshly
plowed land and nosed over.

“1 think | had formed abad habit of flying the
trikeasif it werea hang-glider, committingtoa
power-off landing and using steep dipping turnsto
swoopintolandings(at dternateairfields- by habit, |
maintained amorenormal pattern at thehomefield)
rather than using anice, square downwind-base-fina
approach as| was taught. 1t worked afew times, so
| started thinking it was an acceptable approach. At
many pointsin the approach to theaccident, asmple
application of power and willingnessto wave off and
re-establish the approach could have averted
disaster. | had flownmy hang-glider theday before
and | think | must have expected the
same maneuverability eventhough, withtwoupanda
full bag of fuel, our wing-loading wasover 3times
more.

“I havereplayed the moviein my head many,
many timesand eachtimel anmoreterrified. This
won't keep mefromflying again- it will be good to
get some correct approachesinto my mind'seye-
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but | will beflying everything - including my hang-
glider - morelikean airplane.”

Steve: Tothisl add my own mistake. |
said nothing. | waswatchingthescenery. Thenon
“base”, | got darmed and should havesaid, “Let’'s
goaround, Hugh.” Hewould have. But| got
caught inthismalething of “ Don't be abackseat
driver toyour partner. Let themanin chargedoit
hisway.” We should have had aconversation
earlier inwhichwegave each other permissionto
say, “1’mnot comfortablewiththeway you' reflying
right now. Pleasetameitdown.” Inthefuture, | will
alwayshavethat conversation with the peoplel fly
with, both giving and getting permission.

If you'regoingto crashinafarmer’sfield,
hopethat thefarmer isaskind as John Harrison.
Hehoisted thetrike back onto thegrasswith his
tractor-loader, lifting it delicately by themast stub.
Helent usatruck to take meto the hospital for X-
raysand asplint. Hewascheerful and kind
throughout. Wearemuchinhisdebt. Wecalled
our wives (“EveryoneisOK”), who came and took
ushome. Thenext day wefetchedthetrailer from
Front Royal and recovered thewreckage. The
fabricisinthe dumpster, the sparswill beHugh's
son’'scontribution to hisBoy Scout troop’s
auminumscragpdrive. (*Youfound 50 auminum
cans? Good for you, but check THISout!™)

Hughisbeating himsaf up for thebad

landing. I'mingrief for thelossof thetrikeitself into

which | had poured so many hoursand so much
love. | keepthinking of those Buddhist sand
paintings. They makethe painting, thenthey pour it
out. Loveitwhileyoudoit; thenletitgo. That's
onestory. But thiscould also bearesurrection
story asN42AT fliesagain. Alexel fromAerotrike
tellsmethat replacement partscan behad. We'll
seewhichway our heartstakeus. And our wallets.
For now, I’mlearning to use acomputer mousewith
my left hand, whichisenough of astory for today.

Thank you al for your interest and support
over theyears. Stay tuned for the next chapter.

P.S.

Here' sanother lessonlearned. But so
dowly! Only muchlater did | recall abit of safety
advicefromflight examiner: Land onapatch of
runway wherearunway excursonwon't bea
problem. Therunway at Harrison’sisnarrow but
long. Theploughedfield extended only afifthof its
length. 1f wehad gone off the runway onto grass, the
trike might have been OK. We should have noticed
thisand landed alittlefurther upthefield. There
would have been plenty of runway.

- —— w‘i}-ﬂ

Hugh, Seve, and N42AT

MEETING MINUTES

USUA HyingClub 1
Monthly Meeting
Saturday October 4, 2008
WarrentonAirpark
Cedar Park PicnicArea

President L en Alt opened themeeting at 11:05
AM, 12 memberswere present.

Al Eggertonintroduced asapotential new
member (ex-Army helicopter instructor pilot).

Officer’sreports:

Secretary:

JimT. Hill (LenAltfillingin)—~NoMinutes, since
last meseting cancelled.
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Treasurer:

Jim Birnbaum —Income and Expenses both zero
for themonth. Club checkbook balance (asof 07/
31/08) is3,125.22.

VicePresident - N/A
Safety & Training Director —N/A
Membership - N/A

MembersAt Large:
Jerry Starbuck - Not present
Larry Walker - N/A

Presdent:

Initiated discusssion of nationa USUA
problems. Membersinput solicited.

Color Run cancelled dueto lack of
participation.

Work party held towork ontheair field.
Christmas Prty date moved to 13DECOS.
Close: 11:.55AM 50/50 Winner —LenAlt

Respectfully Submitted,

Len Alt
ACTIVITIES

2008 FLYING CLUB 1 ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE

Designated Club meetings will be held the first Thursday

of each month in the Centreville High School, Union Mill
Rd., Centreville, VA, a 7:30 PM. Otherswill beheld at
11:00 AM at the Warrenton Airpark as shown in the 2008
schedule. Changesin time or location will be posted in
this newsletter and on the Club website.

2008 Club Activities Schedule

Nov6, Thu  Monthly Meeting, CHS

Dec13,Sat  Monthly Meeting
& Holiday Party, WAP
(ClubHouse)

CLASS FIEDS

Adswill be run twice and then dropped
unless resubmitted, or renewed by telephone or

e-mail. Please advise the editor when the ad isno

longer needed.

FOR SALE —Avid Flyer “C” Moddl.
Aircraft currently indry storage

$20,000

Contact: Mike Fisher

h/o: 434-296-8485

c: 434-989-0778
heardsmtnO6@hughes.net (11/08)

FOR SALE — 1999 Sixchuter SR7XL PPC.
Rotax 582 UL DCD1 model 99

APCO 500 Chute

40 hrsitotd timeairframe and powerplant
Alwaysclosedtrailered

N numbered, airworthiness cert. Sept.08 annua
2000 Shadow Magter trailer,radios,helmets,spare
parts,

ground equipment and more.

Runsgreat, ready to go.

$7000 or best offer

Contact: MikeBlackwell

703-217-1609

Mikesflight@aol.com (10/08)

FOR SALE — Quicksilver MX Sprint.
New 2005, TT 175 hrs.

Rotax 447

steerablenosewhed
ElSinstrument, shoulder harness
hangar stored

whed pants

excdlent condition

Warrenton Air Park

$7800

Contact: Dick Walker
202-363-4546 (10/08)

FOR SALE — 1957 Beech Bonanza.
Good cross-country machinewith excellent fuel
mileage, retractablegear and niceinstrument panel.
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Airframehas 5500 hours. Engine: 240H.P,
Continental. 15 hourssince overhaul (1500 hr
TBO) Cruise speed at 75%: 160 knots Fuel burn:
10 gph at 75% Range: 4.5 hrs(with |FR reserves)
Instruments: STEC 50AutoPilot, King HSI, daved
compass, dua Nav/ Comm radios. Other features:
-HSl iscoupledtotheglidedope

- Storm Scope

-KA134 Audio Panel with Marker

- Inter Comm

- Second Glide Slope

-Digita OAT gauge

- Shoulder Harnesses

- EngineHeater

- Cleveland Wheelsand Brakes

-Digitd EGT

-DavTron Clock

- Complete new circuit breaker panel

- Pressure Carburetor (the mixtureisautomatically
Set barometric pressure)

Moreinformation and aphotois

availableat: http:/Aww.reservegplane.com/
rap_forsale. Asking $80,000.

Inquiries: Tom Gottschalk

tom.gottscha k@hugheschris.com (07/08)

TRAINING -- Powered paragliding instruction,
motor andwing sales.

| will bebased out of Jerry Starbuck’s hanger
Space.

Inquiries: Michae O'Daniel
540-270-8855
onegooddoc@starpower.net
poweredparaglidingusa.com (04/08)

FOR SALE -- Brand new and unused Blackhawk
one-pieceflying suitinred and black. SizeMedium.
$40.

Inquiries; Bob Bell

(W) 540-351-1081 or (C) 703-943-7129
cedarfield540@juno.com (12/07)

FOR SALE -- Brand new and unused Blackhawk
one-pieceflying suitinred and black. SizeMedium.

$40.
Inquiries Bob Bell

(W) 540-351-1081 or (C) 703-943-7129
cedarfie d540@juno.com (12/07)

Membership Du€e’s
Policy

The period of membership followsthe
caendar year —January through December.

Therenewal period startson 1 October with
regular duesat $20.00 and family at $25.00.
Memberswho have not paid their duesby the end of
February will be dropped and will not receivethe
Newdetter or Membership Roster.

New Membersjoining from 1 July through 30
September will becharged $10.00. New members
joining after 1 October will be charged $20.00 or the
family rate, if applicable, and will becredited will full
membershipfor thefollowing caendar year.

Pleasemail paymentsto USUA Flying Club 1,
8570 King Carter Street, Manassas, VA 20110.
Payment can also bemadeat theregular monthly
meeting. Pleaseincludethe 2009 Membership
Applicationformwith your payment. Thiswill beused
to ensurethat our recordsare current. A copy of the
membership applicationisattached and a so printed at
theend of the Newd etter.

JmBirnbaum
USUA HyingClub1
Treasurer



November - Page 7

FLYING CLUB 1 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - 2009
All members are encouraged to provide an e-mail addressto the Club. It isour best meansfor fast communications with alarge number
of Club membersin minimum time. We welcome you to USUA flying Club 1 and hope your membership will be rewarding to you in
flying and fellowship.

*Name; New Renewa Regular _ Family  Membership

*Street or PO Box:

*City: State ZIP

*Telephone(H) Telephone (W)

*Spouse’'s Name *Name To Go On Your Name Tag

Emergency Contact: Name: Phone:

To Receive Your Newsletter By E-mail, Enter Your E-mail Address:

*USUA Member: Yes_ No___If yes, enter member number: USUAPFilot: Yes _ No_

*UL Registration # * Aircraft Liability Insurance

Type Aircraft Stored/Flown from

Other Ultralights (Owned or flown)

Flying Hours: Dual UL Single UL Conventional

*Club Activities or Services for Which You Volunteer

(NOTE: References to Ultralight aircraft above include Ultralight-type aircraft). Starred must be completed. Mail application to the Club 1
Treasurer, Jim Birnbaum, 8570 King Carter St., Manassas, VA 20110, accompanied by dues for regular ($20) or Family ($25) membership for
a full year or $10 and $12 (Family) for the period 1 July through 30 September. Payments after 1 October should be for the full rate and the
member will be credited with membership for the following calendar year. NOTE: Information from this application will be included in the
Club 1's membership roster intended for internal use only. (*Roster___ E-mail___USMail___Name Tag___ ).

To join USUA FIying Club #1. fill (Canadian and non-US membership add $5.00)
out the forms on the reverse side.

Jim Birnbaum

To join the national USUA, fill out
the form below:

$30.00 u.s. ultralight Association annual

membership does not include magazine subscriptions.

All publications are optional, and are available to
USUA members at the discounted prices below. A
current USUA membership is required to take advan-
tage of these discounts. Subscribe to your chice
when you renew your membership.

Ultraflight Magazine - $24.95

Light Sport and Ultralight Flying - $34.95
KITPLANES Magazine - $19.95

Air & Space - $19.00

Enclosed is $2.00 for work in ultralight
safety by USUA.

8570 King Carter Street
Manassas, VA 20110-4888

Name:

Address:

City: State Zip

Phone Date of Birth
Enclosedis my Check__ Money Order__
Visa Mastercard

United States Ultralight Association
104 Carlisle Street
Gettysburg, PA 17325



USUAFLYING CLUB 1 GENERAL INFORMATION

The United States Ultralight Association’s Flying Club 1 is a non-

profit, recreational club dedicated to the sport of ultralight and light
sport aircraft flying.

2007-2008 CLUB OFFICERS, DIRECTORS & STAFF

President Len Alt*

Vice President

Secretary Jim Hill*

703-467-0586

Pete Bastien+

540-659-8366
703-361-7478

Treasurer Jim Birnbaum+

703-568-5778

Past President Dave Riedel 703-815-4924
Dir, Safety & Tng Dave Riedel 703-815-4924
Dir, Membership ~ Phil Williams 703-361-3320
Dir At Large Jerry Starbuck 301-928-8755
Dir at Large Larry Walker 540-347-7609
Club Artist Jim Heidish 703-524-5265

Events Coord.

Librarian Dick Walker 202-363-4546

Newsletter Editor Kim Alt 703-655-4137
e-mail:

kim.alt@gmail.com

Web Master Greg Palmer 703-912-3774

PPG Web POC Par Karandikar 703-201-8909

Terms of office: +2007-08  *2008-09

Ads will run twice and then dropped unless resubmitted or
renewed by phopne or_email, _Advise editor whep item is sold

ANNUAL DUES (Jan 1 - Dec 31) $20.00. (Includes newsletter.)
Family membership: $25.00. After July 1, dues for remainder of
year are $10.00. Family membership: $25.00 (husband and wife).
(A spouse who wishes to participate will please complete a
membership application form.)

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION (without membership) is $10.00
per year.

CLUB WEB SITE: http://usuaclubl.org. Note the change in web
site. Flying Club 1 now has an officially registered name on the
internet.

MEETINGS are at 7:30 PM on the first Thurday of the month at
locations announced in the Club newsletter and on the Club web site.
(Times and days may vary. check the newsletter and/or the web
site.)

SUBMITTING ITEMSFOR THE NEWSLETTER Members and
non-members are encouraged to submit items for this newsletter.
Send submissions to Kim Alt, 13102 Mares Neck Lane, Herndon, VA
20171. E-mail is shown at left. Deadline for entry of items into
the newsletter is 10 days before each meeting.

A club is only as good as the members who volunteer to support its
activities. The following listed activities with the club require
member support in varying amounts. Please indicate on your
membership application the function(s) (can be more than one) you
will suppport as a Club member. All active Club members are
expected to participate. However, members who live some distance
away and cannot attend meetings regularly, may prefer to support
functions associated with Club wek-end activities.

Club Management/Administration: Club Officers (elected,
Directors and Staff). (Talk to current officer for more detail.) FEly-
ins:_ Food supply, preparation; Facilities; Grounds; Ground Support.
X-country & outside events:. ground support. Safety & Education:
Flight Safety & Training, New Member Mentoring, Library, Monthly
Program Development. Communications: Membership, Newsletter,
Web Site. Fund Raising: 50/50 Raffle. Miscellaneous. Meeting
Facilities, Property Management, Clothing Sales, Tool Custodian, Ad
Hoc Committees.




